MOUNTAIN CLUB OF MALAWI

GUIDE FOR MEMBERS MAKING TRIPS UP MULANJE

This is a summary of the main things you should do – more details are available on the MCM website (www.mcm.org.mw) 
Before you go on your hike

· If you are a big group it is advisable to notify Emmie at Infomulanje (0888 122645) about the huts you plan to use. Emmie will be able to inform you whether any other large groups have booked. Small groups do not need to do this.
· Borrow a key from a key keeper. In some circumstances (e.g. reciprocal MCSA members) the key keeper will request a deposit.
· Make sure you take the stores inventory/payment form with you – available on website.

· Make sure someone as well as the key keeper knows where you are going.

Starting your hike

· Arrange guides/porters with the station you are starting your hike from. Agreed rates for MCM members for the 2022/23 hiking season are K11,500 per day for a guide and K9,500 per day for a porter. It is advisable to arrange your guides/porters in advance – contacts are on the website.
· Guides/porters may ask for some money in advance so they can buy food. This can be sent by Airtel money/Mpamba. A maximum of one third of the expected fee should be sent.
· Do NOT pay anything to Forestry Office staff. ALL payments for park entrance, vehicle entry to park, hut fees and stores use fees are paid to MCM. The only exception to this is the payment to the hut watchman who should be tipped K3-4000 per night depending on the size of your group. 
· At all places where you park your car a guard will offer to look after your car. You should pay this guard a fee of K1500 per night. Pay this fee on your return.
At the hut

· Meet the watchman and present your key as proof of MCM membership.

· Guides/porters have their own blankets (looked after by the watchman). Guides/porters should NOT be issued with ANY equipment from the MCM store or hut e.g. blankets, mattresses, pots etc.  
· If you leave the hut during the day, do not leave any stores equipment outside the store – pack it away and LOCK the store.  NEVER leave an unlocked store unattended.

· Put the solar lamps out to charge early in the morning so they are charged for the next visitors

· When leaving ensure all stores equipment you used is clean and returned to the store - this includes the kettle (if you took it from the store) - it should be.  Don’t forget the solar lamps that you have charging in the sun! 
· At all huts 4 plastic covered MCM mattresses are left outside the store for visitors who are not members of MCM to use. Please note these mattresses when you arrive and leave them outside the stores when you leave. At Chambe, Chisepo and Lichenya huts there are some new mattresses (not plastic covered) provided by DoF – note these and don’t lock in the store!
· Complete the stores inventory form and the inventory book kept in the store – this is requested of all members using stores to help us with restocking equipment.

· Make sure you have locked the store.

· If another MCM party is at the hut agree which party is doing the stores inventory 
· Pay your tip to the watchman – K3-4000 (depending on size of group) per night is suggested.

· Sign the watchman’s book.

On your return home
· Return the key and inventory/payment form to the key keeper as soon as possible, pay all due costs and pass on any important/urgent information to the key keeper about huts/stores.
